Proc. roy. Soc. Med. Volume 66 May 1973 use of LSD to facilitate existential freedom. There is little mention of the specific indications for this therapy and inadequate reference to the dangers, except that the patient must be strong enough to survive these. As it is concluded that existential psychotherapy does not qualify for systematic evaluation of its outcome, it is only possible to strongly question the wisdom of publicizing this particular psychotherapeutic technique in such a superficial fashion on empirical grounds, and perhaps to reiterate Jaspers' own quotation from 'Macbeth' in which the doctor firmly resists the latter's demands to 'Raze out the written troubles of the mind ... with some sweet oblivious antidote' and points out instead the way in which the patient may be able to assist in his own therapy. J A CORBETT Blood Flow Measurement edited by Colin Roberts pp 184 illustrated £4.20 London: Sector Publishing 1972 This is the report of a conference held in January 1972 under the auspices of the Department of Biomedical Engineering at King's College Hospital Medical School and the Biological Engineering Society. Not surprisingly, the emphasis is on physics rather than physiology, and the clinical contributions are of no great consequence. There are three sections, dealing respectively with ultrasonics, electromagnetics and the rest, the latter consisting of hot-film anemometry, thermal and dye dilution, conductivity probes and plethysmography. The theoretical discussion in the first two sections is excellent, and comprehensive except for omitting consideration of the intravascular electromagnetic probe.
Evaluation of conference reports is always difficult. There is little here in the way of experimental results that will not be familiar to physiologists or clinicians interested in the circulation. On the other hand, anyone who contemplates using either ultrasonic or electromagnetic flow measurement would do well to acquaint himself with the theoretical and practical limitations, and this book makes these available in convenient form. A Many of these essays were first delivered some years ago as lectures, and in print they still retain a freshness and originality. They are precise, witty and uncompromising. Previously, few would have considered that subjects like malingering and treatment by bed rest could be interesting and absorbing, yet Asher in these articles vivifies them and throws light and commonsense into many dark and dusty corners of medicine.
ROBERT DREW
Electrodiagnosis ofNeuromuscular Diseases by Joseph Goodgold mD and Arthur Eberstein PhD pp ix +220 illustrated £6 Baltimore: Williams & Wilkins 1972 Edinburgh & London: ChurchillLivingstone The preface to this little book includes some worthwhile comments on the practice and teaching of clinical neurophysiology in the USA. The authors observe that the basis of the subject does not lie within the domain of any single specialty such as neurology, neurosurgery, rehabilitation medicine or orthopaedics: to this list may be added anatomy, physiology, electronics and computation. From these considerations it follows that to attempt to set down the background of the subject in 200 pages or so is to risk serious criticism. The authors have forestalled this by providing a useful and selective bibliography at the end of each chapter. A study of the text of the book and of the papers in this bibliography would help a beginner towards a good theoretical and clinical knowledge of electrodiagnosis. The authors' estimate of 12-18 months apprenticeship as the minimum period required to make this study and learn laboratory practice is a reasonable one. Eleven chapters cover physiology, instrumentation and the examination of conditions. The style of writing is economical. This is a welcome and useful addition to a field in which there are few published texts.
